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File: USPT 



Apr 9, 2002 



DOCUMENT -IDENTIFIER : US 6370511 Bl 

TITLE: Computer- imp lemenced method for profiling medical claims 



Abstract Text (1) : 

A computer -implemented method for profiling medical claims to assist health care 
managers in determining the cost-ef f iciency and service quality of health care 
providers. The method allows an objective means for measuring and quantifying health 
care services. An episode treatment group (ETG) is a patient classification unit, which 
defines groups that are clinically homogenous (similar cause of illness and treatment) 
and statistically stable. The ETG grouper methodology uses service or segment -level 
claim data as input data and assigns each service to the appropriate episode. The 
program identifies concurrent and recurrent episodes, flags records, creates new 
groupings, shifts groupings for changed conditions, selects the most recent claims, 
resets windows, makes a determination if the provider is an independent lab and 
continues to collect information until an absence of treatment is detected. 

US Patent No. (1) : 
6370511 

Brief Summary Text (4) : 

Due to an increase in health care costs and inefficiency in the health care system, 
health care providers and service management organizations need health care maintenance 
systems which receive input medical claim data, correlate the medical claim data and 
provide a means for quantitatively and qualitatively analyzing provider performance. 
Because of the complex nature of medical care service data, many clinicians and 
administrators are not able to efficiently utilize the data. A need exists for a 
computer program that transforms inpatient and out patient claim data to actionable 
information, which is logically understood by clinicians and administrators. 

Brief Summary Text (40) : 

ETGs can identify a change in the patient's condition and shift the patient's episode 
from the initially defined ETG to the ETG that includes the change in condition. ETGs 
identify all providers treating a single illness episode, allowing the user to uncover 
specific treatment patterns. After adjusting for case-mix, ETGs measure and compare the 
financial and clinical performance of individual providers or entire networks. 
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DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 6370511 Bl 

TITLE: Computer - implemented, method for profiling medical claims 



Abstract Text (1) : 

A computer- implemented method for profiling medical claims to assist health care 
managers in determining the cost-efficiency and service quality of health care 
providers. The method allows an objective means for measuring and quantifying health 
care services. An episode treatment group (ETG) is a patient classification unit, which 
defines groups that are clinically homogenous (similar cause of illness and treatment) 
and statistically stable. The ETG grouper methodology uses service or segment-level 
claim data as input data and assigns each service to the appropriate episode. The 
program identifies concurrent and recurrent episodes, flags records, creates new 
groupings, shifts groupings for changed conditions, selects the most recent claims, 
resets windows, makes a determination if the provider is an independent lab and 
continues to collect information until an absence of treatment is detected. 

US Patent No. (1) : 
6370511 

Brief Summary Text (40) : 

ETGs can identify a change in the patient's condition and shift the patient's episode 
from the initially defined ETG to the ETG that includes the change in condition. ETGs 
identify all providers treating a single illness episode, allowing the user to uncover 
specific treatment patterns. After adjusting for case-mix, ETGs measure and compare the 
financial and clinical performance of individual providers or entire networks. 
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